1 


>5X1A 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORT NO. 

CD NO. ' ! 




COUNTRY USSR 



SUBJECT INDICATIONS OF PSYCHOLOGICAL VULNERABILITIES 


HOW 

PUBLISHED 

WHERE 

PUBLISHED 

DATE 

PUBLISHED 

LANGUAGE 


j TMl* DOCUMENT CONTAINS IHFOABAflON AEFICTlN* TNI NATIONAL DIFSN1I 
OF THE UNITED STAftS WITHIN TM« MIANIH® Of tl 

U a C at AND at. At AMENDED IT* TNANtN ISSION ON TNE NET ELATION 

Of ITS CONTENT* IN ANT MANNER TO AH U "* U ™ J ‘ Vi. o m'iVI TE D * # P "°‘ 
tlltlTVD BT LAM. NEf HODUCTIOR Of THtl TOW t* FNOMI1ITKP. 


CHANGE TO 

BHCLaSSiflEB 

PER REGRADING 
BULLETIN N0-^ii-_ 


DATE OF I i ' 1 ' 

INFORMATION J*®; 1952 

i..| | : 

! I ! r 

DATE DIST. I\l WfiH £2-' 
NO. OF PAGES l! ; | 10 


SUPPLEMENT TO 
REPORT NO. : j : ! 


THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


CPJ7 Report .No . 21 - USSP. 
(16-31 Jan. 1952) 


CONTENTS 


AGRICULTURE. 


INDUSTRY. 


PARTY ACTIVITIES. 


IDEOLOGICAL WEAKNESSES. 


RUSSO-UKRAINIAN UNITY. 


SUMMARY | i j : | 

Poapelov 1 a speech on Lenin's death anniversary and the official account of "'ie 1951 Plan 
fulfillment arc given the usual wide publicity on the central and regional ruyanamittera . 

The chronic weaknesses of agriculture— lagging livestock industry and inefficient utilize- 
tion and maintenance of machinery — atill dominate the output in that field j |:In industry, 
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Agri culture • The continuing official concern about the lack of progress shown by the 
livestock industry is reflected id. a number of regional broadcasts with charges ranging from 
faulty distribution of fodder to open violations of the agricultural statute- Losses of 
cattle often euphemistically referred to as failure to achieve numerical increases, are 
re ported from a number of areas- 

GRODNENSKAYA PRAVDA (Jan. 16) speaks of the inadequate fodder rationing which "dooms the 
cattle to undernourishment” during the second part of the winter, and is responsible for 
the "decreasing numbers" and lower productivity of the livestock. The above reference is 
made to the Grodno oblast as a whole but a glaring example of the malpractice is cited in 
the case of the "Ilyich" collective farm where "not one" of the cattle breeders knows how 
much and what kind of fodder should be given to "thi3 or that group of animals." 

SOVETSKAYA STBIR (Jan. 18.) discusses the "antikolkhoz practices" and "serious violations" 
of the agricultural state In Ordynsky, To guch insky, Iskitimaky and Maslyaninsky rayons and 
concludes that "such an attitude can only be expected from the enemies of the kolkhoz system." 
Individual workers as well as organizations and establishments, it appears, are "delibera- 
tely harming" the collective farms. In Ordynsky rayon, for example, a number of officials from 
the Chairman of the Executive Committee down are said to be "among those violating the 
statute" , and the head of the rayon machine -tractor station is known to be accepting 
bribes. The chaotic situation brought about by sucn officials., says the paper, is not 
surprising: 

Available evidence shows squandering of property, 
livestock, produce, work days and tbe improper dis- 
tribution of profits- In a number of places... 
auditing is not being carried out and there is a large 
indebtedness o 

Russian version; 

Vdes yeat Cakty razbazarivania ugodya, skota, 
produktov i nevernogo raspredelenia dokhodov, 

V ryade mest..„ne provodyatsia revizii, velika 
zadolsher.nost. 

That mnflt a t tte Ukrain ian gfclaala have failed to increase their livestock productivity 
is admitted by RADYANSKA UKRAINA on Jan. 25. In Kemenet a -Podolsk, Zhitomir, Chernigov, 

Ternopol and other oblasts the average milk yield per ccw is in fact "lower than in 1950." 
(There is no indication, however., as to the size of the average milk yield per cow in 1950). 

In at least four oblasts Kamenets—Podolsk, Vinnitsa , Poltava and Rovno the plan to increase 
the number of boga was "considerably underfulf illed (Chernigov oblast, it is revealed., 

baa consistently failed to fulfill its livestock-raising plana in the past three years. 

Another underairable feature which most of the Ukrainian oblasts and rayons have in common, 
according to the paper, are the uniformly bad wintering conditions for the stock. This 
is simply attributed to the "many shortcomings and mistakes" on the part of the livestock 
industry but the inferior condition of the stock itself is implicitly associated with 
the "losses and theft of fodder" over which no control is said to be exercised by the 
appropriate authorities. The lack of interest in the development of the livestock 
industry is sharply criticized by RADYANSKA ZHITOMIRSHCHINA (Jan. 25). The editorial 
asserts that the rayon soviets and agricultural departments" completely failed to 
attend" to that important branch of agriculture in many parts of the oblast particularly 
in Lyubarskiy, Gorodnitskly, Barashivskiy, Basarovskiy, Zhitomirskiy and Korostenskiy rayons. 
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Mo3t unsatisfactory Ukraine neudcvletvoritelno) is ORLOVSKAYA PRAVDA-s version of the 
winter maintenance of the stock In the oblast (/an. 27) . Despite the fact that the 
fodder shortage is already making itself felt in a number of rayons, the paper says "not 
even the simplest measures" have as yet been taken to remeay the situation- lust how 
the lack of folder affects the development of cattle-raising is evident from the following 
editorial remark; n it is understandable that such an indifferent attitude to communal 
stockbreeding dees not increase but does lower the size oi the kolkhoz herds." Named 
as the critical areas are Uritskiy, ifhabenetsk, Volodarsk and Sudbishchensk rayons where no 
accounts are kept of the fodder supplies and no plans are drawn up for monthly fodder 
rations and consumption. The failure to keep accounts, it appear s, is not peculiar to* 
the Orel oblast farms alone « A ZARYA editorial (Dnepropetrovsk. 29 January) complains 
that account records are not kept at the stock farms. This vicious practice, the paper hints 
may be designed to cover up "the bad organization of feeding, care and maintenance of 
livestock and accounting for livestock population-.." The 1951 livestock development 
plan is an admitted failure in Nikopclskiy, Krynichannkiy , Stalinskiy and Shirokovskiy 
rayons. Tv. is also said to be a near failure in Verkhne-Dneprovskiy , Sofiyskiy, 

Shchorskiy and a number of other unnamed rayons whose previous "great mistakes’* 
have led to "a great lag" in the development of the livestock industry. 

The sensitivity of the livestock issue and the gingerly approach to it on the part of 
many stock men is implicitly admitted by YELIKOLUKSKAYA PRAVDA (Jan. 29). The paper 
inveighs against the "pernicious practice" of evading the serious responsibilities 
involved in cattle breeding, and declares that such evasions are frequently camouflaged 
by quasi -legalities - Thus the management of a number of machine-tractor stations 
have deliberately excluded from their collective agreements "the main clauses" regard- 
ing the productivity of communal stock breeding. 

A Kiaramyghev dispatch from Altai krai carried by PRAVDA on Jan- 16 (not broadcast) 
says that the tractor situation, in that area is extremely unsatisfactory and that 
the krai authorities are apparently unaware of it. The overall efficiency of many 
machine- tract or stations, says Karamyshev, is far below standard and a great number of 
machines are prematurely put out of commission ( pr e z hd e vr erne nno vykhodiat is stroya.) 
due to the inadequate quaiit ications of the operators. In Chomysh oblast, for example, 
the powerful caterpillar tractors are used only one shift per day while the standard wheel 
tractors are not employed at all. What the krai needs, according to the author, is better 
trained mechanisation workers and more oi them, but the training system is not conducive 
to such progress. Curiously enough, the dispatch continues the Altai agricultural offi- 
cials appear to be quite satisfied with their cadre- training and even quote the latest 
USSR Agriculture Ministry report as saying that "our krai us far from the bottom of 
the list" *;nasb krai stoit daleko ne na poslednem raeste). The curelessness 
(beszabotnost) manifested in the selection of students for technical training 
is matched by the reluctance of the Individual machine -tract or stations to send any 
of their workers to school. They in fact do everything possible to keep the tractor drivers 
out of school (oni vsiacheaki uklonyayutsia ot posylki traitor is to v na kursy). Neither the 
Krai Party Committee nor the Executive Committee, according to Karamyshev, seem to be worried 
about the technical end of agriculture, and yet "there is not the slightest justifica- 
tion for such complacency" (dlia takogo blagodushia net ni maleishego osnovania). 

An I2VT2STXA editorial of Jan. 2j sheds additional light or* the current drive for 
greater utilization of farm machinery., An upward revision of production norms, though 
not specifically mentioned by the paper, may be inferred from the editorial's oblique 
references to the resistance to it on the part of certain agricultural leaders. The 
latter the paper claims, are using all sorts of arguments with the object of "disproving 
the value of this important innovation (2 or 3 shift tractor work)." No reason is given 
for the resistance to the mentioned "innovation", but in view of the shortage of trained 
tractor drivers discussed earlier in this report* the proposed intensification of machinery 
utilization clearly implies an additional load on the existing personnel. Hence the 
reluctance to submit to it-; 

But the leaders of various Soviet and adminis- 
trative organa, instead of supporting any valuable 
initiative, prevent it from developing fearing any 
difficulties or risks and indeed stifle it. 
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preferring to keep to the known and well- 
trodden paths .. .Everyone yearning for a quiet 
and trouble-free life and used to old ways must be 
subjected to the severest criticism. 


An anonymous article broadcast from Kirovograd (Jan* 18) says that the repair of machine- 
tractor station equipment in the oblast is "lagging far behind” the plan. The inauspicious 
start made by the repair crews has kept the work 34% to 62% short of the targets, and the 
repair work already completed is of dubious quality# Discussing the same subject on 
Jan. 23, KIROVOGRADSKA PRAVDA is critical of the acute shortage of well trained tractor and 
combine operators which has led to a repetition of last year : s mistakes: most tractors are 
working only one shift per day. The low attendance of the "mechanization” schools is 
held responsible for the mentioned shortage but no reason is given for the difficulties 
attendant upon recruting the required number of students. Thus the Shcbaslivsky machine- 
tractor station, for example, is short 40 qualified drivers but only 13 are in training, 
and of the 61 operators needed by the Komintem station only 19 are attending school. 

The only hint that lack of inducement may in some measure account for the reluctance to 
take up mechanization courses is seen in a report from Novosibirsk (Jan. 23) saying 
that "there are many experienced tractor drivers working as storekeepers." 

Lepsheyeva in KURSKAXA PRAVDA (Jan. 25) implicitly refers to the shortage of men in 
agriculture and wants to know why the recruitment of young women for tractor -driving 
courses "has nearly stopped.:" 


CPYRGHT 


Russian version;; 


Lepsheyeva concludes with the suggestion that the post war trend to replace 

women operator with men be reversed and an end be put to existing abnormal situation 

(nenormalnoye polozhenie). 

In Rostov oblast, the tractor-combine situation has deteriorated to such an extent 
that immediate and radical measures must be taken to cope with the shortage of 
trained operators, according to a M0L0T editorial of Jan. 27. The Tagannog 
mechanization school, for example, was barely able to recruit 66 persons for tractor 
driver courses instead of the required 200. Some c.C the oblast : s machine-tractor 
stations y like the Zhitnikovsky and others, are said to be "drifting along aimlessly" 
and simply unable to find a solution for their personnel problems. Only 13 of the 
scheduled 45 students were found to attend school. The mechanization school at the 
"Semnadtsatiy Parts J ezd" kolkhoz was to turn out 10 specialists but only one student 
was found attending it. 

The personnel in the higher echelons of agricultural administration is dealt with in 
a number of broadcasts * most of them stressing their practical rather than political 
qualifications. Thus a RABOC! r ! ' j*JT editorial (Jan. 18) asserts that the selection, 
training and appointments of 'em managers is not receiving sufficient attention on 
the part of agricultural author! tie". A farm manager, the paper emphasizes 


What is the matter? during the Fatherland War and the 
first postwar years machine -tractor station cadres 
consisted mostly of women. Women tractor drivers, 
combine operators and other workshop workers were 
fulfilling with honor their duties under conditions 
more difficult than the present ones. 


V chem delo? v gody velikoy otechestvennoy 
voiny i per vie poslevoyennie gody kadry MTS 
v znachitelnoy chasti sostoyali iz zhenshchin. 
Traktoristki, kcobianerki , uchetchitsy, rabotnitsy 
masterskikh v bclee trudnykh usloviakh chem teper s 
chestyu vypolniali postavlermie pered nim zadachi. 
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m ust be thoroughly familiar with every aspect of collective farm activities , and a 
good political background alone is obviously not enough; "only well- trained and effi- 
cient workers should be selected and put at; the head of every farm-" The same applies 
to collective farm chairmen, according to VELIKOLUKSKAYA PRAVDA (Jan. 19), especially 
now that most of the farms have been consolidated. The paper admits that only a few 
of the former chairman of small farms are equal to their new posts as heads of the 
enlarged farms. In most cases, however, their ignorance of agriculture nnd lack 
of education in general tend to hinder agricultural progress: "A collective farm 
chairman must have a secondary or high agricultural education. 1 ' The adverse effect of 
these "wrong" appointments, it is claimed, jla reflected in the mismanagement of a 
number of large art-els where the farm statujte is disregarded and "idlers and pilferers 
of communal property" are covered up. We have no bad collective farms, the paper 
concludes., only bad administrators, and a further improvement in the work of 
collective farm chairmen is a sine qua non for the improvement of agriculture. 


The illegal distribution of nond is tribu ted funds is again; the object of some 
editorial attention. IZVESTIA (Jan. 16) reminds its readers that tampering with 
these funds will not be tolerated even though every other aspect of the agricultural 
plan has been fulfilled and overfulfilled. | A number of f arms, the paper complains, 
having completed their planned deliveries to the State, "distributed almost all the 
remaining products" as remuneration for working days and left ver^ little for sale. 

Since the nond is tribu ted funds (nedelimie fandy) are made up of the proceeds from such sales, 
the process should be reversed --the require! auount must be added to the fund and the 
balance used as payment for work. Communal requirements,, the paper reiterates* must be 
given priority over individual needs. The individual-versus*-community-interei ts 
theme is discussed by VELIKOLUKSKAYA HtAVT; 1 . (Jan, 20) along similar lines. Referring to 
the priority system of collective farm obligations the paper says that the importance 
of maintaining and increasing the nondistributed fund is second only to the agricultural 
plan itself, that is deliveries to the State. Last year's mistakes, the editorial 
stresses , must not be repeated. Payments for work to the farmers must not be made be- 
fore the necef sary deductions for the nondlstr ibutea fund have been made* Neither 
should payments to farmers be made on the basis of equality "without taking into 
consider aticn the amount of harvest gather * by a brigade or a team (zvenc) and 
the productivity of cattle achieved „ " j 

' j ; 

Among the other agricul tural topics aired on the regional transmitters are 
sugar beet harvesting ;J acquisition of irrigated land and soil fertilization. Another 
implicit reference to the manpower shortage in agriculture is, incidentally, contained 
in a STAL INGRADS FAYA PRAVDA editorial (Jan. 23). Declaring that fertilisation work 
is being carried out very 3 lowly in a number of rayons , the paper suggests that 
' pioneers and school children ran do much to help in this direction" and that the 
significance of these agrotechnical measures should be explained to the youth. 

Sugar beets — The backward sugar beet rayons of Foltava oblast, Obo- 

lonsky* Zclotonzhsky, Gradovsky, Grebenkovsky, Shramkovsky, 

Piryat insky, fa got insky and Geimyazovsky . (ZARYA POLTVSH- 
CHINY,, Jan. 18) | 

' 

' I 

The oblast as a whole attained worse yields of sugar beets 
than last year. (KOROVOGRADSKA PRAVDA* Jam. 23) 

Fertilizer — The kolkhozes of some rayons have not even begun the 

procurement of fertilizer (MOLOT. Jan. 16) 

Fertilization work is being carried ou t very slowly in 
Khopersky, Danilovsky, Komsomoisky, Frunzensky, Kletsky 
and Serafimovichsky rayons (STAL INGRADS KAYA PRAVDA, 

Jan. 23) • j 
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Rural Electrification -- Title artisan methods •kust&rshchina) of building power 

stations must be rejected once and for all*,. 

Some stations are frequently inactive because 
of various breakdowns resulting from improper 
J care^ Sometimes the personnel does not know 

how to properly operate these stations ■> 

(SOVETSKAYA SIBIR Tan. 24) || j 

Industry * Higher production quality and lower costs are the chief industrial targets ' 
of today, according to most of the broadcasts, and socialist competition for both I 

is repeatedly r ecommended, The race for quantity to the detriment of quality (gonenie j 
za kolichestvom v ushcherb laches tvu) Is castigated on the radio and in the press, 
although the line tabsn Is that improved quality should not in any way affect the 
quantitative minima of the plan,. PRAVDA (Jan, 24 not broadcast) carries a long 
article by Kalnber z in J Secretary of the Latvian Communist Party, severely criticizing 
the republics textile and metallurgical industries for "striving to embellish the j 
actual situation” (stxemlenie pnukraait deistvitelnoye polozbenie del) with high 
production indices and a variety of good averages „ Among them are the giant Liepaja 
plant "Krasniy Metallurg" ,, the Riga plants "VEF” "HEZ” and others whose overall 
fulfillment of the plan conceals numerous shortcomings in quality and assortment. 

The "Latlesosplav" (Lartvian Timber Floating Trust) is said to have resorted to j j 
criminal methods to cover up the breakdown of its plan ‘.proval plana)* Having || 
squandered great quantities of lumber and fearing the possible consequences „ the trust f s 
officials submitted fictitious reports (fiirtivnie svodki) showing overfulf illmeht and 
receiving bonuses for [their per £orrcance« Kalnber? in also points to the lack of order 
(neporyadok) on the Latvian railroads where everything appears to go wrong; jj ; 

Capital investments were repeatedly un implemented , 
machinery and mechanisms were left unused road maintenance 
regulations crudely violated and labor was badly organized, j 

| i 1 

Russian versions h | 

! | i 

Kapitalovloihenia sistematicfeeski ne osvaivalis, mashlny i j 
mekhanizmy ne lspolzovalis , tekhbicheskie pravila j 

soderzb.ania dorog grubo narushalis, trud raboehikh byl j 

or gani Sevan piokho. jj. 

i! 

Of some interest in thiis connection is the Secretary L s casual reference to the jj | 

fear of reprisals which in some cases at least accounts for report falsifica- 
tions and other violations g M I 

i j j • 

For the sake of their own peace of mind — and fearing 
unpleasant consequences for themselves- -such officials 
are wont to forget the main objective, the interests of the j 
business* the interests of the Party and State. 

j | ' ■ ' j 

Russian version*; j| 

Vo imya svoego spokoya tv ia opasayas lichnykh nepriat- 
nostey, takie rabotniki zabyvayut o glavnom— ob interesakh j 

dela, interesakh part.ii i gosudarst-va. jj j- 

Report falsification is also the subject of STA1INGRADSFAY A PRAVDA • 3 editorial discus- j 
sion of Jano 25, Listjing a number of Stalingrad plants which failed to complete ttioir] 
plans , the paper is surprised at the reasons offered for suca failures, and suggests 
that the ineptitude of the management is perhaps the real reason: j;- ■ j- 
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Som~ directors try to cover their inability to organize 
work correctly by allegations of antistate activities * 

Striving to fulfill the plan at any cost, deception 
and t a Is i £icat ion of report data have been permitted 

By plan fulfillment,. the paper intimates, they mean quantity ritbout any regard for 
quality or the planned assortment oi manufactures - KRYMSKAYu PRAVDA {.Tan, 19) 
suggests that the entire forte of socialist competition should be directed toward 
"raising the quality™ * cand lowering the coat of production.. " Lack of socialist 
competition is also held responsible for the failure of the Saratov city and 
oblast Industry to cope with its plans, according to KGMMUNIS7 ' Tan™ 25).. 

The qualitative indices, the paper says, are particularly low in the Saratov 
gas arid oil and the construction materials industries- 

S 7 AL > N 1 1 RADS KAY A PRAVDA 1 Jan.™ 18} i r ai.kiiy ascribes most of the industrial ills to 
ine: fie lent labor * Although mass political work among the workers, good planning 
and adequate utilization of machinery are considered essential there is nothing that harder 
work will not cure- In the Stalingrad Building Trust. The difference in the output of 
brocklayers , for example, is so great as to vitiate any construction planning.: 

The best masons brigades .-.are laying t cubic meters of 

br icks per day per man. ™ - at the Stalingrad House Building 

Trust not more than li cubic meters are being laid-™ -The 

best brigades plastered 15 spuaie meters per man per day, 

and at other organizations 4 square meters and even less than that 

were plastered™ 

Industrial efficiency, according to a summarized report from Novosibirsk 'Jan- 23 ), 
is something to be constantly encouraged and cannot be expected to reach a high level 
without continuous prodding v The house building program in that area is reported far 
behind schedule because man enterprises "are satisf led to have a very small number of 
s t akh ariosi tes"« Hence, insufficient encouragement- The 500 -a: lie -a -day movement among 
the railroad engineers which had spread on a number of Soviet railroads is now all but 
forgotten for the simple reason that it was "not sufficiently assisted" and therefore 
failed to turn into a "mass movement 1 ' , as on the Tomsk line for example. 

Efficiency., as pointed out by Titarenko in PRAVDA on J*" , 24,. can be carried to 
ridiculous extremes in which case it would be more appropriate no call it a vicious 
practice Cpcrochnaya prakrika )„ The Ministry of the Budding Materials Industry is 
cited as a case if* point™ It is said to be in the habit, of distributing materials 
among Dnepropetrovsk oblast i obstruction projects without consideration of their 
requirements fbez ucheta zapr osov) thus creating above"- norm reserves Osverkhnormativnie 
zapasy) in some and shortages m others. The Novomoskovsky Sheet Metal Works , for 
example, received eight times as much material as it needed or could possibly handle™ 

C' U ffi fl r *. The dearth and 1 c/v quality of consumer goods are frequently high- 

lighted on the regional transmitters but such discussions usually contain little specifi- 
city beyond the references to shortcomings in familiar terms* The first official reference 
to balck market activities is made in a SOVETSKAKA SIBIR editorial on 16 January- "In 
many cases goods are sold iron:. under the counter only to friends., and sometimes even for 
bribes,." The obiast consumer cooperatives, the paper continues™ completed its last year J s 
activities with "unsatisfactory induces";, and their present performance also leaves much 
to be desired™ The mentioned malpractice has been noted particularly in the rural areas 
where the number of model rural salesman is still woefully insufficient- A shortage of 
consumer goods is also admitted in Saratov oblast- (EGMMLWI3T, Jan™ 19) where it was 
expressed in terms of "several million rubles" last year alone- Here, too, the blame 
is pinned on the salesmen and store managers whose political and professional training 
is not up to standard whose personal cupidity therefore gets the better of their loyalty 
to the people u FSIOjVSKAYA PRAVDA ^Jan™ 25) complains that such large consumer organizations 
as the Nax -Prom-’KoOibina 1 {People's Tndu., .rial Combine) , the Pskov Hiberdastiery and the 
PiahchepTGJn {Food Combine) are producing very low quality goods of insufficient assortment, 
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xt jU ^^ L ^^ Jnen °' Plan by every in no and every sector (MCp'FF) ; 

2 " J J «*';uy--The Statistical Department notes that certain njr. ‘-■rt>r : ses fulfilled •“le 
iroc, .Man, but did not fulfill the plan for specked t. pea o : " oods S^lrsV); 
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4 •• several industrial enterprises are- fail in. 
:i: ’ r '-bX«rdin£ the manufan ture of important products 
^ «’nl«rfed . . . (SIALIKCRADrSILV/A FRAMA) . 
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. .1 -n PfiAVDA (Jan. F4) speaks of the ” serious flaws'’ : p the! work of 1 

^ "does not accord with the ex Fenciel' of ParJ 5 
ff :; c .:i d v ^ 1 , 1 substantiated lectures on the "Brief history of the All 
V‘- v 1 " r and Marxist-leninist classics, the editorial concludes is wha 
C nauiuuts need. Stereotyped and repetitious presentation of copies not 4rmar 
nisi construction merely tends to bore the listeners; ° / ip 
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^ L I? £aid to particularly to the lecturers of the Poreehen! 

. -.fviTisky, Novosokolniki. and other rayon Party Committees 

An raouanoiis article carried by KTROVCartADSICAYA PRAYDA (Jar,. 23) discloses tha% I 
, rj '" ' :!0C! " x '*: d zo discourage independent study is to leave' if ^supervised i TM‘ 

places in the oblQSt ^ the result was that lian;^ ^ 
T^“nr\ rj0n “ Pf : r ^ activists are not working at the'r ovm education at all j 
. ' c f 1 supervision over the independent students of Maj'xism 
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There is no control over the political studies of Communists 
are studying Marxism and Leninism on their own, and Part; organ i na- 
tions do not always offer them theoretical and methodical help. 


Uepotism and suppression of criticism within the Part; are charged in a number of press 
dispatches and voicecasts, all of them pointing to the fear of being criticised . An 
Airy an article in PRAVDA (Jan v 23, not broadcast) speaks In contemptuous terms of the 
artif c:inlly created ” circle of indispensable workers” (kruzhok nezamenimykh rabotnikov) 
around the Leninakan (Armenian BGR ) Party organisation, lono of these officials had 
been dismissed from responsible jobs on several occasions for incompetence and abuse 
of official privileges but have invariably been reappointed to other equally important 
positions. One of them, the director of the Textile Combine, was repeatedly exposed 
as objectionable but could not be dislodged from his post by the Party until the 
"investigative organs” ( sleds tvennle organy) finally caught up with him. Another, the 
head of the Erevan branch of the Transcaucasian Railroad, was found guilty of nepotism 
and suppression, of criticism at the same time and still manages to ;et away with both 
crimes; 

, 

... at work he surrounded himself with his relatives . he 
issued an order dismissing from work all those who daTed criticize 


R 1.1 s s i an v*-t s i on ' r 

.... okruzhil sebya na rabote svoiini rodstvennikami .... izdal 
pr lkci;’ ob osvobozhdenii ot raboty vsekh tkh, kto osmelilsia 
ler 1 *; tlco 'tt e g o „ 

A virulent indictment, of suppression of criticism and even persecution of critics in 
the Rostov Party Committee is contained in a MCLCT editorial of Jan 30. The absence 
of criticism and self-criticism, says the paper, has engendered an ’’atmosphere c.r 
placidity and indif ference , " and the city's Party leaders rave "developed cockiness 
and self -complacency f’ Little or no attention ’s paid xo criticism from below and 
" gross mistakes ’ in Party work are constantly overlooked or even condoned: 

It is no accident therefore that there were cases o. ’ La* rant 
stifling of criticism and self-criticism and gross oppression and 
persecution of people who criticised shortcomings,. 

Ideol oy c a l Vf e nkn esses : Significant in the otherwise meager output on ideological 
purity is the official attention to doctrinal matters in the fury at -Mongolian and 
Yakut ian A33R 7 s , FRAVDA (’Jan „ 17, not broadcast) carries an unsigned report from 
Ulan tide stating that the recent plenum of the Bury at -Mon roll an Party has discovered 
that ”B urya t-?.longolian Soviet literature ... is not in keeping with current require- 
ments” ( sos toyanie buryat-morigolskoi sovetskoi literatury ... ne otvechayet predyavlyaemym 
xrebouaniam) - Elaborating: the point, the report goes on to say that a number of 
(unnamed) publications present the history of the Buryat -Mongolian people ”in a 
distorted way” fv izvrsshchermam vide), minimize the significance of the class strug; le 
and idealize the feudal past. The ’’serious shortcomings” revealed in the first 
volume of the "History of the Buryat -Mongolian A3SR” are 1 aid to the dubious Party 
orthodoxy of the various scientific -research institutes and the institutions of higher 
learning whose treatment of the history of the Buryat -Mongolian people is "not at all 
satisfactory ( sover snenno neudovletvarrtelno) . Similar failings though in lesser 
degree are attributed also to the Party organizations of the Republic's philarmonlc 
or che s t :r a and t he \7 r i ter s* Uni oik 

The flurry created by PRAVDA 1 s adverse criticism of BasbaTin's hook "Three Yakut i an 
Realist-Educators” (T;ri Yakutskikh Realista-Prosveti telya) last December is referred 
to in short unsigned FRAVDA item on Jan. 23 (not broadcast), gtung into action, the 
Presidium of the Yakut Academy of Sciences held a plenar; session, resolved that 
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PRAVDA J s criticism was " juf?t" (pravilnaya) and proceeded to dig deeper into the 
ideological life of the Republic . No details are offered as to the findings but the 
inferences drawn from the Presidium's decisions are revealing* 

The Presidium outlined a number of measures ... to revise the 
manuscripts and other completed works on Yakut literature: , 
to revise the thematics of scientific Works, intensify the local 
press propagation of the ideas of friendship of peoples and Soviet 
patriotism. ! 

Russian version; 

Presidium nametil ryad meropriatiy „ * . peresmotret rulcopisnie; i ; 
drugie zakonchennie raboty . po yakutskoi literature ... 
peresmotret tematiku nauchnykh rabot, usilit propay andu v raestnoi 
pechati idei druzhby narodov, sovetskogo . patriot izma « 

hyU ; i ! 

A report from Kiev (in Ukrainian, Jan. 27) tells of the conference of critics and 
writers sponsored by the Ukrainian Authors Union. Called ostensibly to discuus the 
purity of the ideological line pursued by the monthly magazine VITCIIYZNA, the 
conferees ore said to have discovered "signs of! a relapse" (priznaki retsidiva) into 
Ukrainian bourgeois nationalism in other publications as well, particularly in the 
works of Kobyletsky, The mentioned periodical,! it is claimed, does not publish enough 
articles cn the "beneficial influence" (blagotvprnoe vliarrie) of Russian literature on 
Ukrainian literature, and that its treatment of the problem of socialist esthetics 
is unsatisfactory. The report also points out that, in the view of the conference, 
the present st.et.us of literary criticism in the! Ukraine "cannot as yet be considered 
satisfy ctcnry" rnelr.ya e shone schitat lev"! e tvori telnym ) This point, ; however, is 

not elaborated beyond the mention that amon, Uhe resolutions adopted is one calling 
fox "more attention . to contempora^ UkracMian literature." Another point obviously 
stressed to enhance the importance of the conference is that it was attended by 
representatives from Leningrad and Moscow,. i ; ! 

: i . ' j i . • 

Russo- U krai nian U nity ; Speaking at the unveiling of a monument to Lenin In Lvov, 
the Presidium chairman of the Ukrainian Supreme! Council Creehukha quoted Lenin to the 
effect that an independent Ukraine divorced from Russia proper i.s a virtual 

impossibility;. . 

’ | y { 1 ; i : 

The immortal words of Lenin that "a free Ukraine is possible only 
through the united action of the proletariats of the Great Russian 
and the Ukrainian people, and there can: be no free Ukraine wi thout 
such unity" have become the sacred law to all the Ukrainian people, 

(in Ukrainian, Jan. 21) ghh ! j I 



j 



